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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2015-719
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Crescimbeni
Date of Introduction: October 13, 2015
Committee(s) of Reference: R, LUZ
Date of Analysis: October 13, 2015
Type of Action: Expression of City Council support
Bill Summary: The bill expresses the City’s support for an application seeking the designation of the Norman Silent Film Studios on Arlington Road as a National Historic Landmark.

Background Information: The Norman Studios (originally Eagle Film City) was constructed in the early 20th century when Jacksonville was known as the “Winter Film Capital of the World” because of the concentration of silent film studios and production companies in the city which turned out over 300 movies before the industry left Jacksonville for Hollywood. The Norman Studios is unique in being one of the few remaining intact silent film studios of that era, and is also unique as a remaining example of a studio that produced “race films” – high quality, non-stereotypical films with full African-American casts depicting black life in positive and heroic ways for the enjoyment of African-American audiences. The application for National Historic Landmark designation will be heard by the National Park Service’s National Landmarks Committee on November 16th in Washington D.C.
Policy Impact Area: Historic landmark designation
Fiscal Impact: None
Analyst: Clements
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